Dear Skålleagues.
Having just returned from Ireland I thought I would write my piece for the Summer Skål UK newsletter so that I can pass on details of the funeral of Jim Power which took place on Sunday 20th June. It was a very moving occasion and the local people were amazed to hear and witness for themselves as to how Jim was so well known around the world. Over 500 people packed into the church in Kilmore with many outside listening to the service over a PA system. 

The previous night over 200 gathered at the church for the arrival of the coffin to lie in the church overnight.

After the service on the Sunday a guard of honour, was formed by Skålleagues, as the coffin was transferred from the Church to the hearse and then as an escort to the Cemetery.  The Guard of Honour was led by Nic Racic the International President and there were representatives from USA, Australia, Denmark, Switzerland, Hungary, Croatia, Germany, Norway, Nigeria, France, Southern and Northern Ireland, United Kingdom and Spain.
Nic gave a very fitting speech and it is hoped that all the speeches will be featured in a forthcoming Skål News

The family have asked that there grateful thanks be passed to all those who have sent messages of condolence and the Priest also during his address mentioned messages which have appeared on facebook.

A very moving service, which will be remembered for many years to come.
Emails have been circulating about donations in memory of Jim and I believe the executive will advise in due course an appropriate fund. If in the meantime if you wish to send a donation you can send it to Torremolinos and I am sure that Yvonne will make sure that it is allocated to the correct place.

Yvonne Mansell has been asked to take over Jim’s duties for the time being and Daniel will take over complete control of the Congress.
The Congress is still going ahead in Sydney but not many people have booked so far. If you are thinking of travelling then Qantas are offering some good discounts to Skål members and you might also consider in starting your long haul flight from Frankfurt, Paris or Amsterdam. The email address for Qantas is qantastravelnsw@qantas.com.au" 

As some of you know David Lord of Skål Jersey (Denis the Menace at the National) has a son who is a chef in Sydney and it has been suggested that the English delegation might like to meet up for a drink and canapés on the Wednesday night 6th October and I am sure that if you are already meeting Skål friends they will more than welcome to come with you. I am interested to find out how many people would be interested and can I ask that you let me know. Once I have a figure we can then ask David’s son what he can do for us.

The Task Force Paper has now been sent to clubs and I hope that clubs are studying it and preparing their comments and observations to send to Paul Follows so he can prepare a paper on behalf of the UK. Paul has to send this by the end of July to the International President.  In the light of recent events I think the Executive will study this document sooner, rather than later as a lot of decisions now have to be made.
I will be attending Oxford’s President Night (more details below) on Saturday 3rd July and hope to meet up with many friends. For those who have arranged Summer events I hope that the current spell of good weather will last for your event and I hope you have a great time.

Yours in Skål

John  

John M Bright - National President
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President Meredith Bevan invites you to his
‘Presidents Night’
for an evening of true friendship with good food, good music and most importantly, good company!

Skål International Oxford’s 42nd Anniversary Dinner Dance

Hilton Hotel, Drake Way, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 0GQ

on Saturday 3rd July 2010

at 7.30pm for 8pm

(Black Tie and Regalia)

A glass of bubbly and canapés on arrival

Three Course Dinner with coffee and mints

Two drinks (house wine/soft drinks) per person

Dancing until 12.30am

£39.50 per person

Please book by completing the form and post with your cheque to

 Jenny Edwards, Kew Lodge, Belmont, Wantage, Oxon, OX12 9AS 

Telephone no: 01235 769765 

 leoandjenny@edwards10.plus.com
 

Overnight accommodation, to include breakfast, at the Hilton Hotel is being offered at a Skål rate of £64.00 per room.  

Please book your accommodation direct with Meredith by email, meredith.bevan@hilton.com no later than 1st July.

(For those not on email please book your accommodation through Jenny). 

200 Club

All the share certificates have been sent out either by e-mail or normal post.   If anybody has not received their personal or club certificate, then please let Maurice know - e-mail maurice.steer@btopenworld.com or 01376 326742.
 

SPECIAL OFFER
 

For those who have not purchased shares either for themselves or their club or would like to add to those already bought, here's a special offer in order to increase the funds and to increase the monthly amounts paid out:
 

8 months for the price of six (£6) - August 2010 to March 2011 inclusive.
200 club June Draw

1st     Lyn Snelgrove - Brighton.& Sussex
2nd    Nora Cronin - Irish National President.   

3rd     Maurice Steer - Cambridge & Essex
The draw was made by non club members.
 

